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Health & 
Safety North 
Next month Health and Safety Events returns to Bolton 
for its ninth year. We preview the show’s attractions

The Health and Safety North event 
takes place in the dedicated show 
space behind the spectator stands at 
the Bolton Arena  on 7 and 8 Octo-

ber, with its familiar mix of free educational 
seminars and sales stands to attract safety 
professionals from all points north.

This year’s conference is programmed 
by the British Safety Council and officially 
endorsed by the International Institute of 
Risk and Safety Management. It opens on 
the Wednesday with a presentation by Kate 
Haire, head of the HSE’s Local Authority 
Unit. Haire’s presentation, titled HSE at 40 
and Beyond, will review the executive’s work 
in the decades since its establishment by the 
Health and Safety at Work Act and changes in 
the regulatory framework. She also promises 
insights into what the future might bring for 
the regulator and safety law.

Later in the morning, trainer Louise Tag-
gart will tell Michael’s Story, relating the 
fate of her brother, a 26-year-old electrician 
who was electrocuted 10 years ago on a work 
site. Taggart will take delegates through the 
catalogue of safety management errors that 
ended Michael Adamson’s life and highlight 
the ways they could have been avoided.

In the afternoon, Dr Luise Vassie, consult-
ant and former executive director at the Insti-
tution of Occupational Safety and Health, 
plans to turn the focus onto the audience, 
encouraging them to answer some important 
questions about their own health and safety 
metrics. Vassie will show how careful perfor-
mance measurement can help fuel insight into 
how to do things more effectively. She will 
highlight the importance of choosing, using 
and reporting the right data. 

Thursday’s programme kicks off with 
a session from Neil Budworth, director of 
health, safety, environment and quality 
at engineering consultancy Amec Foster 
Wheeler, which has offices in 50 countries. 
Budworth will share his perception of the 
challenges of working across borders. He will 

also offer delegates tools to help with cross 
cultural management.

Later, the conference hall will be trans-
formed into a court room with an inter- 
active mock trial session led by lawyers 
Pinsent Masons under the heading: A  
Construction Industry Accident — Whose Fault?  
You Decide. 

The trial will be spread over two one-hour 
sessions: The Evidence at 11.15, followed 
by The Verdict at 13.15. The sessions are 
designed to show the stages of a health and 
safety prosecution. Attendees will watch an 
HSE inspector, injured party and managing 
director being questioned and cross-exam-
ined, and then vote to decide whether the 
prosecution has proved its case. 

“Fortunately, the vast majority of people 
attending the event will never be involved in 
a health and safety prosecution,” says Kather-
ine Brydon of Pinsent Masons, “but the mock 
trial will be a real eye opener and give the 
individuals attending an insight into how it 
unfolds, what a trial looks like and the con-
sequences they could face if they don’t abide 
by the law”.

In practice
Alongside the British Safety Council’s man-
agement and policy sessions, Health and 
Safety North offers another stream of talks 
by some of the show’s exhibitors. Starting 
this parallel programme on 7 October is 
Nikki Samme, marketing and portfolio 
development director at the Alcumus con-
sultancy. Samme will offer guidance on 
continuity planning using the ISO 22301 
standard. She notes that one in 10 of busi-
nesses that suffer a major disruption cease 
trading as a direct result. Her presentation 
will cover carrying out a business analysis 
and embedding continuity management 
into an organisation’s culture.

Elaina Harvey, end user specialist for 
DuPont Personal Protection, will follow after 
lunch with a session on assessing electric arc 

hazards and protecting workers. Harvey will 
set out the requirements of the new standards 
to prevent arc flash injury: IEC 61482-2, EN 
61482-1-1 and EN 61482-1-2. She also promises 
to summarise the company’s 4Ps (predict, pre-
vent, protect and publish) approach to under-
standing and managing electrical arc hazards. 

Event sponsors 3M will field panelists  
for Safety Dialogue sessions each day, join-
ing experts from the British Occupational 
Hygiene Society and the HSE’s Health and 
Safety Laboratory research arm to answer 
show visitors’ queries.

Show time
Whatever the distractions of the seminar 
rooms, the organisers are hoping visitors will 
spend time talking to the protection special-
ists showing their wares in the exhibition hall.

Materials handling equipment spe-
cialist Lift Safe (E30) is launching a new 
range of clean room and ATEX Zone 1  
and 2 stainless steel lifters, plus new equip-
ment designed for the NHS and pharmaceu-
tical and food industries where hygiene is  
top priority.
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A trio of measurement equipment special-
ists have taken space at the show. Svantek 
(B28) will be exhibiting its range of noise and 
vibration monitoring instruments, including 
the SV103 which is the world’s first personal 
vibration dosimeter, and the SV104, which 
it describes as the most advanced cable free 
noise dosimeter on the market.

Casella (C14) intends to showcase its new 
dBadge2 noise dosimeter and HAVEx hand–
arm vibration meter and will launch the 
Apex2 sampling pump, which features motion 
sensing and wireless connectivity using the 
Airwave app.

Cirrus Research (E6) will be demonstrat-
ing its range of noise monitoring equipment, 
including the Optimus Red, Optimus Green, 
Dose Badge and Trojan 2 products. The com-
pany will be promoting its newly launched 
Noise Academy training programme.  

Respiratory protection giant Scott Safety 
(E16) will have its latest portable gas detec-
tion equipment at the show, along with its 
sensory equipment and powered air systems. 
Scott Safety’s team will also be available to 
offer expert advice.

Leading lone worker protection provider 
Skyguard (F8) will be demonstrating the 
new version of its awarding winning MySOS 
personal safety alarm, along with its range of 
smartphone apps and mobile phone products. 
Visitors to the stand can also sign up for a free 
trial of Skyguard’s service.

Standard approach
Certification body NQA (B26) helps organi-
sations improve their health and safety per-
formance through the training and accredi-
tation services it provides for the OHSAS 
18001 standard. Visitors are invited to its 
stand to learn more about how industry lead-
ers including Unilever, Biffa and Jaguar Land 
Rover have achieved lower incident levels and 
improved reporting and safety culture.

Construction sector visitors concerned 
about another kind of accreditation can visit 
the CHAS assessment scheme at stand B33 
and find out what makes the scheme the UK’s 
largest worker prequalification scheme.

Visitors to training provider RRC Inter-
national’s stand (E14) won’t just find all the 
information they need on the company’s large 

and expanding range of health, safety, envi-
ronment and quality training products — they 
will also have the chance to win prizes and 
pick up gifts.

Another kind of training is offered by the 
British Red Cross (B1), whose first aid courses 
help organisations save time and money and, 
most importantly, save lives. 

DuPont (D16) will be displaying its latest 
products including new Type 3 chemical pro-
tection garments from the Tyvek and Tychem 
portfolio, exhibited for the first time in the 
UK. SafeSPEC, a new online tool to help users 
choose the right protective clothing, will also 
feature prominently on the stand. 

Evacuation equipment supplier Evac+Chair 
(F2) will also be back at the show exhibiting 
its range.

Health and Safety North is free to enter 
and the car parking includes a complimentary 
shuttle bus to the venue. ■

For further information or to register  
for Health and Safety North, visit  
www.healthandsafetyevents.co.uk
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